Here are a few things that will prove helpful for you and the puppy in the next few months:

1. Take your puppy to the Veterinarian within the next five (3) days. Please let me know what the vet says about the puppy. Also make sure that you keep its shots up to date.
2. Please email me back and let me know the name of your puppy so that I can keep my paperwork straight. If you do not get me back the name of your puppy within seven days your micro-chip will not be registered.
3. I recommend that you keep your puppy on the same food that I have been feeding:  Hill’s Science Small Bites / Puppy Dry food and canned.  I also recommend that if you are going to give your puppy treats, PLEASE feed your puppy Flint River Ranch Treats.  They are a holistic dog food that is human grade and not full of fats and fillers.  This will help your puppy from being over weight as an adult.  I also recommend that you start your puppy on Flint River Dog Food at about 6 months of age.

4. Also at 6 months your puppy will be big enough for a regular collar and you can put your Micro-chip ID tag and the rabies tag on the collar.

5. No flights of stairs for at minimum six (6) months. This will help your puppy as their knees may not be able to take it until they are about eight months old and a little sturdier on their feet. And what I mean by flights of stairs are not between floors of your home or anyone else’s home. A few steps into or out of the house will not matter at all. A puppy’s bones are still growing at this point and you don’t want to risk injury for later in life!!!!
6. Please know that your puppy will chew on things.  SO it is your responsibility to make sure that you have toys for the puppy to chew on. I recommend: CET Dental Chews, sterilized bones (stuffed or plain ~ you can stuff them yourself with peanut butter) and pizzle sticks
7. Toys: I recommend AKC Brand stuffed toys or Kong chew toys. Something soft until your puppy is at least 3 months old

DO NOT USE: rope toys (swallow and get blockages), vinyl toys, no rawhides
8. ALWAYS ALWAYS ALWAYS Remember me when you take pictures of your puppy. I can put your pictures on my photo album and I keep each of my “mama’s” puppy’s pictures so that I can use them in reference emails and correspondence. Just email me the picture in a JPEG format if you can. 
HOUSEBREAKING
I have already started housebreaking your puppy for you.  We started about 2 weeks ago.  Here is my routine: 

7AM Out the door to potty
feed puppy 
out the door again to potty

10-11AM out the door to potty

2-3 PM out the door to potty

4-5 PM feed and out the door to potty

6-8 PM out the door to potty for the last time

NOW keep in mind that CONSISTENCY and REPITITION are the KEYS to SUCCESSFUL house breaking.  In that you need to:

1. Go out the same door EVERY TIME

2. Do not make eye contact with the puppy. Fold your arms and wait for the business to be done. (I cannot stress enough NOT to play with the puppy during business time)

3. If the puppy goes potty: PRAISE the puppy give the puppy a treat. Go back inside. 
4. If the puppy does not go potty in a reasonable amount of time (10-15 minutes) put the puppy up and do not play with the puppy. Wait until the puppy is making a lot of noise and take the puppy out again.  Then take the puppy back inside to play
OK I know that you may not be able to keep up with my times but the most consistent is first person awake takes the puppy out to potty in the mornings.  Last one to bed at night put the puppy out to potty and to bed.  If you work and the option is available that a neighbor helps you out by coming by at lunch time to the let puppy out that is the best way to do it if you can (until the puppy is 4 months old).  If not, CRATE the puppy or use an exercise pen inside with a puppy training pad. (See my website www.cavaliersbycrumley.com)  Please make sure that if you crate your puppy you use something washable as your puppy is still a baby and there will be accidents (only pee pee usually)   DO NOT SCOLD your puppy for accidents or rub its nose in it.  Remember that POSITIVE REINFORCEMENTS work best.
I also want you to know that I am here for you and your puppy.  Please know that these dogs are my life and I thoroughly enjoy what I do. If you have any questions or concerns at all please feel free to call or email me. (No matter how silly you might think your concern or question. The dumbest question of all is the one left unasked)

Thanks,

HOLLY

678-316-4519

hollycrumley@earthlink.net
www.cavaliersbycrumley.com
